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The St. Albans Historical Society will have a ONE-
DAY miscellaneous sale to help maintain the Morgan
Kitchen Thursday, Nov. 2 in the St, Albans Mall from
10 a.m. to 9 p.m, . . o

White elephants, collectables, used books and china
will be among the items for sale. ‘ ‘

The Morgan Kitchen was given to the Cityof St. Al-
bans by Mr. Sid Morganand moved to St. Albans by the
Historical Society. The flowers and herbs around the
kitchen are planted and cared for by the Kan-Alban
Garden Club. :

The Kitchenis closed for the winter but will be shown
by appointment to clubs or schocl elassgroups.
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St. Albans 


      Historical Society 


Newsletter -  Winter 2010











St. Albans Main St.


   The Renaissance Committee of the St. Albans Historical Society is accepting quotes from various business owners for a store-front restoration grants (façade grant) of their historic building. We have $3,600 to supply businesses that was left over from the St. Albans Renaissance Group budget. Owners must match the grant.





Christmas Homes Tour


  Over 50 people took the 16th Annual homes tour will be on Saturday, December 5 from 6-9 pm. 





Books  for  Sale:


All of our books we have for sale are available at the Curosity Shop.


- “Early History of St.Albans” $5.00


- “Coalsmouth Journal, 1982” $5.00


- “A Historical Sketch of St. Albans WV – 


      1938”  $5.00


- “St. Albans Historic and Architectural 


     Survey”  $5.00


- “Bicentennial of the Burning of Fort 


     Tackett, 1790 – 1990”  $5.00


- “The Last Dollar”  $5.00


- “Tornado Remembered”  $5.00


- “Cemeteries of St. Albans”  $25


- “Upper Kanawha Valley Cemeteries”$30


- “History of St. Albans” (Video)  $20


- St. Albans Then & Now Cookbook 


   (sold  out)


Dues:


   Your  2010 dues are due at this time.  Make a check out and give to Jane Milam. $7 individual and $10 family. Our  new year begins with the February meeting.





New Officers:


    The election of officers was held during the September meeting. Our new Vice President is Richard Milam and Secretary is Ellen Mills Pauley (2 yr. terms - both)














The 5th Annual St. Albans Founder’s Day will be held on Saturday, May 15 this year from 10-4 pm. It was determined that a Spring event would be  more successful. Numerous activities are planned on Main �St.  See margaret Bassitt if you can assist.





Wm. P. Burdette Building Summer 


Open House 


  We will once again have the Historical Society Building  open this summer for visitors from Memorial Day thru July from 10-2 pm every Saturday. This will give people a chance to not only see our wonderful displays and photos, but to do some family history research through our records and books. We had over 100 visitors last summer. We will sign up volunteers at our April Meeting.





St. Albans Historical Society - 2010 Meeting Dates


All meetings are at the Wm. P. Burdette Memorial Building at 404, 4th Ave. -  2:00 p.m. (Regular meetings are on 2nd Sundays unless otherwise stated)





February 14, 2010  -  Regular  Meeting


February 18 , 2010 - History Day at Capitol  


                                 (Thursday)


April 11, 2010  -  Regular  Meeting 


May 22, 2010  - Founder’s Day


June 5, 2010 - Saturday Picnic, 6 p.m. at 


                       Morgan’s Kitchen


June – August - Morgan’s Kitchen Open 


                          House, Sunday,  2-4 pm


June – July – Historical Society Building Open 


                      House, Saturday, 11-2 pm       


September 12, 2010 - Regular Meeting


October 9, 2010 - Morgan’s Kitchen Fall 


                             Festival                             


October 16-17, 23-24, 2010 - Fall Train Open 


                                 House at Bldg. (8-9 am)


November 7, 2010 - Regular Meeting


December 4, 2010 - Christmas Homes Tour, 


                                 Saturday, 6 - 9 p.m.
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   Morgan’s Kitchen, MacCorkle Ave., St. Albans, was the site of what Kan-Alban Garden Club hopes will be an annual event in conjunction with the St. Albans Historical Society.


   A custom of Northern Europe, the pine tree was decorated with edible items for the birds, such as popcorn strings, cranberry rings, etc..   Both  clubs felt that not only was  this an effort of beautification for the city, but also  a means of conservation in helping to feed our wildlife.


   The Kan-Alban has adopted as a project the beautification of the grounds surrounding Morgan’s Kitchen, which is a seasonal endeavor. Plans for an herb garden in the spring are being made. The St. Albans Historical Society welcomes help from any organization in maintaining the kitchen museum in an effort to preserve Americana.


   For those who would be interested in decorating their own bird tree, the following items were used: pine cones with peanut butter and cornmeal, sorghum tops, donuts, popcorn strings, cranberry rings, and marshmallows. The Kan-Alban Club also decorated the St. Albans Library with Christmas decorations.








�








Past WV History Heros – 


February 18 , 2010 - History Day at Capitol





1997   William “Bill” Wintz 


2000   Carol Graley 


2001   William “Bill” Williams 


2003   Pauline Morgan 


2004   Neil Richardson 


2005   None


2006   Margaret Williams 


2007   Margaret Bassitt 


2008   Bettie Burdette


2009   Bill Dean


2010   Ellen Mills Pauley





Armstrong Tunnel


 (from unknown newspaper article)


   Armstrong Tunnel, just out of St. Albans up Coal River, isn’t a tunnel at all…… it’s two tunnels.  When the old Armstrong Tunnel of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad was abandoned in 1921 (it was built in 1902), with Charlie Hensley of St. Albans, father of Mrs. Clara Jarrett, in charge of the boring, the new tunnel, about a hundred feet to the west, was completed.


   Julius Evans, an old settler of the area, bought the tunnel from the C&O for $2,000, later sold or gave it the the county for use as a road tunnel. It is 480 feet long, goes under the Lower Falls road just beyond Indian, a couple of miles from the city.


   The tunnel was named for the Armstrong family which owned the land when the C&O started the boring. Interesting to note is the “family history” of the land where the tunnel is: it was bought by the Thompsons  in the early 1800’s from the Washington grant, later sold to Charlie Inman, who left it to his sons John and Charlie, who sold It to James and Elizabeth Moore whose daughter inherited it. She, Mary Ellen Moore, married James Armstrong, a neighboring landowner


    The tunnel land was thus consolidated with the Armstrong land and the tunnel was so named years later. Mrs. Laura Belle Sutherland  and her daughter, Mrs. Mabel Southerland, owned a farm on Lower Falls road overlooking the tunnel, and have lived there since 1896, before the tunnel was built. Mrs. Southerland remembers well when the tunnel was started. “It was August 17, 1902, the birthday of my youngest son, Waverly Sutherland, when the workmen moved in to start that railroad tunnel under the hill” She said.











Map by Bill Wintz
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   St. Albans Historical Society to hear W. H. Dean


     


           On Bastille Day, Monday, July 14, 1975, W. H. Dean, St. Albans native, and professor of history at Morris Harvey, will reveal facets of navigation on the Coal River, Pre-Civil War - 1881, to the St. Albans Historical Society at the St. Albans Library at 7:30 p.m.  Lecture is open to the citizens.








Landscaping Flea- Market


The Kan Alban Garden Club and the St. Albans Historical Society will hold a Flea Market at the Gateway Shopping Center on Satur�day, August 18, 1979 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  This will be a joint effort to raise money for further landscaping Morgan’s Plantation Kitchen Museum located on Route 60. Mrs. Frank Meredith, member of the City Beautification Committee, is chairperson of the event.














Rosie the Riveter Community -


 


 St. Albans may soon be a “Rosie the Riveter Community”.  An effort is being made to establish a possible museum and displays here in St. Albans to educate people about the important work done by women during World War II.  With the very strong tie to history to the South Charleston Ordnance Plant and other defense factories in the area, this is a prime site.  Some of the things the St. Albans Historical Society can eventually do, along with other civic organizations in St. Albans, according to correspondence from Mrs. Montague, of “Thanks, Plain and Simple, Inc.” is : 1) To use our facility in the future to bring St. Albans stakeholders together and to  show videos of Rosies (Open Houses). 2) To display photos of that era...until a suitable museum is established.  3) To bring young people together with Rosies from our area, since we encourage all ages of citizens to understand  and learn from our elderly citizens.   4) Help identify funding sources.  5) Work with other St. Albans stakeholders, such as the City and St. Albans Partnership to help establish a museum or display area in St. Albans.  6) Encourage volunteers to get involved when needed to help with displays or presentations, etc.  7) Hopefully for the Historical Society to provide some grant funds for this project.   8) Perhaps video some conversations and stories with Rosies. More later.





Officers for 2009-2010:





Bill Dean - President   727-9372


Richard Milam - Vice President  727-4978


Neil Richardson  - Vice President Fund 


     Raising & Special Events  727-5972


Ellen Mills Pauley - Secretary  757-7189


Jane Milam - Treasurer   727-4978
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   Morgan‘s Plantation Kitchen was the scene Sunday afternoon of an old fashioned lemonade social in honor of Dr. and Mrs. J. E. Stephenson and their son, James, of Ashland, Kentucky, hosted by the Kan-Alban Garden Club and the St. Albans Historical Society.


     Mrs. Stephenson is widely-known in garden club circles for her knowledge of herb and their culinary uses. She was most generous in providing herbs for the herb gardens recently planted at the kitchen by the garden club. Mayor James Randall was also generous in providing herbs or the gardens.


    The Kan-Alban Garden Club has adopted the landscaping of the grounds as a club project. The St. Albans Historical Society has been instrumental in the restoration and up-keep of the kitchen itself.


Among those attending was Bob Clatworthy who is knowledgeable about the kitchen because it belonged to his family. Tours of the kitchen were conducted by Mrs. Nan Rogers, president of the historical society.


Others attending were F. K. Hale, Bettie Stollings, “Bess” Johanson, Phyllis Hamrick, Margaret Owens, “Lib” Stone, Mary Katharine Lambiotte, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Meredith, “Gennie” Burchett, Pearl Meeker, Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Given, Helen Taylor, Riley Dawson, Alma Spurlock, Edna Frye, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stutler, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Kellogg, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Van Bacon, Mrs. Elizabeth Harvey, Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Rogers and their daughter, Trisha, Dorothy Harshbarger, and Anna Brannon.











St. Albans Advertiser,  Oct. 26, 1978








St. Albans Advertiser,  Jan 5, 1978





St. Albans Advertiser,  July 1975 





St. Albans Advertiser,  Summer 1978

















St. Albans Advertiser,  Aug. 16, 1979 
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