
Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival 
  This year’s 9th annual Morgan’s Kitchen Fall 
Festival was on Saturday, October 13. We 
made 15 gallons of Apple Butter the week 
before and 15 more that day. We had 7 
vendors and exibitors this year, plus the Ft. 
Lee Scouts, hit/miss engine demonstrations 
and old time music by Joe Dobbs. It was 
beautiful weather and a very sucessful day! 
 
The 8th Annual 2013 St. Albans 
Founder’s Day will be held on Saturday, 
May 11 from 10-4 pm. There are monthly 
planning meetings on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the Village Samplier at 6:00 pm. 
Your attendenance is requested. See 
Margaret Bassitt for details. 
 
Alban Elem. History Lessons 
  Several of our members have been teaching 
the 4th graders at Alban Elementary local 
history!!  Margaret Bassitt, Neil Richardson 
and Ellen Mills-Pauley have been teaching 
twice a week. Some topics have been: early 
native peoples, early explorers and settlers, 
Ft. Tackett, Early churches, schools and 
transportation, Coal River Locks and Morgan’s 
Kitchen. Ellen made beautiful folders with a 
map inside for them to use and keep their 
handouts. 

 
Dues: 
 Our  new year will begin with the February  10 
meeting. Dues are still $7 individual and $10 
family.  
 
Election of Officers: 
    The election of officers was held during the 
September meeting. Bill Dean was chosen 
President, Neil Richardson-Vice President 
Special Events and Fund raising and Jane 
Milam-Treasurer. (2 yr. terms) 
 

 
 

Christmas at Morgan’s Kitchen 
   On Saturday, December 22, St. Nicholas will 
be visiting the cabin. This is part of the 
Christmas in St. Albans Project sponsored by 
the St. Albans Partnership. St. Nicholas, with 
apparel from the the 1800’s will be at the 
cabin from 6-9 to greet parents and children.  
 
Christmas Homes Open House 
  This will be our 20th year for this event. This 
year, due to lack of interest from homeowners, 
or not convenient for them this year, sickness 
or maintenance needs, etc….we will only be 
having a “Christmas Open House” on 
Saturday, December 1 with no actual homes. 
We will however have several buildings open 
(6-9 pm) for your and friends to visit. Starting 
at our building then going to the Depot (open 
(5-7 pm). Morgan’s Kitchen will be lighted with 
candles and decorated for the holidays and 
with refreshments and music. Also, St. marks 
Episcopal Church will be open.  There will no 
admission fee this year. Hopefully next year 
we will have better luck with some of the 
beautiful homes in town. 

 
2013 Meeting Dates     

All meetings are at the Wm. P. Burdette 
Memorial Building at 404, 4th Ave. -  2:00 p.m. 

(Regular meetings are on 2nd Sundays. 

February 10, 2013  -  Regular  Meeting 
April 14, 2013  -  Regular  Meeting  
May 11, 2013  - Founder’s Day 
June 9, 2013 - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. at  
                       Morgan’s Kitchen 
June – August - Morgan’s Kitchen Open  
                          House, Sunday,  2-4 pm 
September 8, 2013 - Regular Meeting 
October 12, 2013 - Morgan’s Kitchen Fall  
                             Festival                             
October 19,20-26,27, 2013 - Fall Train Open  
                                 House at Bldg.(8-9:30am) 
November 10, 2013 - Regular Meeting 
December 7, 2013 - Christmas Open House  
                                 Saturday, 6 - 9 p.m. 
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Morgan’s Kitchen 
   This year marks the 40th year that the St. 
Albans Historical Society has been caretakers of 
this facility. It was moved to its present site in 
1972…thus our society was formed to maintain 
it. Thank to everyone who helped this summer 
with our Sunday Open House ! 
 
St. Albans Woman’s Club to Close… 
Yes, sad but true. The St. albans Woman’s Club 
has been headquartered at the historic 
Beeches/Skinner House since 1947 when the 
Skinner family gave permission for its use. Due 
to high utilities, loss of members, high insurance 
and maintenance needs, they are no longer able 
to keep this National Register house.  Pat 
Dillon, president, has signed an agreement with 
the St. Albans Historical Society to use their 
building for their once a month meetings of their 
8 to 12 existing members. They have agreed to 
keep it clean and be the custodians of the 
building in return. Acording to the 1947 
agreement, this property will revert back to the 
Skinner family, which reside in Maine. 
 

Recent Donations 
St. Albans/Nitro Bridge Bridge Plate 

  The WV DOH recently gave the St. Albans 
Historical Society the original bridge plate from 
the soon to be demolished 1934 bridge. Our 
group hopes to eventually place in at the base 
of a historic marker at Roadside Park as part of 
the mediation process. 
 
 

 
  
   The St. Albans Historical Society received 
several photographs (scanned by our new 
scanner) during this year’s Founders Day in 
May. Several pictures are of Main St. and 
various businesses. 
 

St. Albans/Nitro Bridge News 
    Members of our group met recently with 

officers of the Nitro Historical Society to proceed 
with some combined efforts to document the St. 
Albans –Nitro Bridge. 

  
Proposed St. Albans –Nitro Projects 

 
 - Have a drawing to choose the last vehicles to 

cross the bridge (going both directions) the day it 
closes…early 2013. Forms to be avail. in local 
businesses. 

 -  Have a drawing to choose the first vehicles to 
cross the bridge (going both directions) the day it 
opens…late 2013. 

 -  Have a drawing to a person to “blow” the 
bridge. 

 - Produce a Opening Day booklet with history 
and photos to be available at the Bridge 
Dedication Day event. 

 - Produce post card(s) for distribution at Bridge 
Dedication showing the current bridge and the 
new bridge. 

  
  Proposed St. Albans Historical Projects 

submitted by the St. Albans Historical Society 
  
-   Obtain the bronze marker on the bridge and 
place it on a separate bridge memorial (set in 
stone) near the bridge entrance. (marker has been 
obtained). 
- Have a photographic display of the present and 
future bridges on display at the St. Albans Historical 
Society building. The exhibit could be during the 
bridge opening dedication period. 
-  Advertising Bridge Dedication Ceremony in 
Charleston Newspaper with full page ads and time 
of events. 
-  Re-print our current Homes Walking Tour 
brochure. (done) 
- Re-print our current 8 booklets and the “St. Albans 
History” book and our “History of St. Albans” DVD.  
This has been done with a grant from the WV DOH. 
- Erect a historical marker showing the history and 
pictures of the current bridge (at Roadside Park). 
Bids received and funds are available form DOH. 
- Purchase a computer and scanner for the digital 
filing of vintage photographs. (done) 
- Establish a Maintenance Fund to help maintain our 
current two museums. 
- Improve and maintain our Historical Society web 
site (with over 13 pages of various photographs and 
history). (http://stalbanshistory.com) 
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1951 Simmerings 
 

(From the January 1951 St. Albans 
High School Newspaper, 
“Simmerings” articles form the 
“Swamp College Times” Published 
in 1899  
 

   Recently found in old files of the 
Simmerings was the first edition of the 
Swamp College Times, a paper" published by 
students of Town Hall school, generally 
called Swamp College University. This paper 
is a copy of the first school paper to be 
published in St. Albans. The paper was not 
like the ones of today. On the front they 
started off with a title "Komikalities" which 
included jokes such as: ''Why is a bald' 
headed man like hound?” Because he makes 
a little hair go a long way. 
   Following the jokes are the Sporting Notes, 
this included a baseball game between 
Swamp College U. and the Fairview 
Academy with Swamp College U. winning 
21 to 15. 
   In an editorial, the staff says, “We are 
striving to bring our school up to a level with 
the best schools of the state. While looking 
further, on ad found is: 
 C.D. Hereford, dealer in Dry Goods, 
Notions, Groceries, Produce and  

Undertaking a Specialty. Main St., St. 
Albans, WV 
Also in the paper was Personal Mention, this 
included such as: “Woodson Beane was in 
Charleston last Tuesday on a shopping tour.” 
“Miss Emma Mallory and Miss Eva Samms 
were at Lock Seven Sunday.” 
 Notice, “All pupils of the Swamp 
College University are requested not to buy 
any school supplies or confectionary from 
any and all merchants who will not advertise 
in our paper.” This notice was actually in the 
paper. crowded, a group of children were 
promoted to the second room and so fourth 
until the fourth room where you stayed as 
long a three years if desired. 
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1951 Simmerings (cont.) 
 
 

   The enrollment of the Town Hall School for the 
year 1899 appeared in the paper like this: 
“Professor Mitchell, 40 pupils; Miss Sallie Sattes, 
19 pupils; Miss Laura Wood, 32 pupils; Mrs. S. L. 
Cato, 40 pupils. Total 131.” 
 
Also in the January 1951 Simmerings: 
   Mr. Sanford Doremis, manager of the Drive-in 
Theater near St. Albans announces that his lake 
inside the drive-in enclosure is now open for 
skating. All boys and girls are invited to skate free 
of charge. 
 
 
Anyone remember the movie theater at 
Ordinance Park where the Bethel Baptist church 
is now located.  (editor’s note: I believe the 
activities building is the theater.) 
 

“The Fighting Seebees” was a 1944 movie with 
John Wayne and Wm. Frawley. 
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Recent Donations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USS West Virginia Battleship   
Pilot Wheel 

  The wooden wheel was donated to our group 
this summer. The USS West Virginia Battleship 
was launched on 17 November 1921. On 
Sunday,  December 7 1941, West Virginia  was 
struck while at Peal Harbor, Hawaii, by seven 
Japanese aerial torpedoes, sending her to rest 
on the bottom of the harbor.  106 sailers died on 
board during the attack. 
  The West Virginia , "Wee Vee",  participated in 
the invasion of the Philippine Islands in 1944, 
The West Virginia had also sank or heavily 
damaged several approaching Japanese ships. 
The ship did the same at the battles of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa in 1945.  A Japanese plane crash-
dived into West Virginia, killing four men in the 
blast.  West Virginia sailed for Tokyo Bay and 
was thus present at the time of the formal 
surrender on 2 September 1945.  
 The wheel was probably removed in 1958 as 
the ship was being sold for scrap. This is the 
time the pilot wheel was  displayed at Hilawn 
Swim Club in St. Albans.  There is also an 
identical wheel now on display at the WV State 
Museum.  
   The Hilawn wheel was acquired by Senator 
Jennings Randolph in 1958 at the request of its 
first president when the pool opened, Mr. 
Russell Davisson, and has been on display 
there until the pool closed this year (2011). The 
wheel was painted over the years but was 
restored to its original wood by Neil Richardson.  

 

Battle  of  Scary  
   The first land battle of the Civil War broke out 
June 3, 1861 at Philippi. By July, Confederates 
had established strongholds on and around Rich 
Mountain, Va (WV). Union troops under 
McClellan and Gen. Rosecrans successfully 
attacked those positions July 11–14, forcing the 
Confederates to withdraw.  
  The Battle of Scary Creek in Putnam County 
was fought on July 17, 1861. After the first shot 
was fired, the entire battlefield became a scene 
of mass confusion. 
   Capt. George Patton, while attempting to rally 
his men and improve his position, undertook to 
mount his horse. As soon as he got in the 
saddle the frightened animal panicked and 
bolted to the rear. When the men saw their 
leader go dashing off, they began falling back all 
along the line. While getting his horse under 
control and regrouping his troops, Capt. Patton 
received a serious shoulder wound. He was 
taken to a nearby farm house where he was 
captured a few days later by the advancing 
Union forces. After he became able to travel, a 
prisoner exchange was arranged with a Yankee 
major who had also been wounded. 
Confederate Captain (later General) Jenkins 
won the day, however neither side could claim a 
victory, the Federals finally withdrew and 
returned to the Morgan farm. The Confederate 
forces withdrew the next day through 
Coalsmouth (St. Albans) burning the covered 
bridge across Coal River on their retreat. 
   Concerned with the defense of the 
Shenandoah Valley and the Virginia & 
Tennessee and Virginia Central Railroads, 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis sent 
Robert E. Lee west to try to straighten out the 
situation. In his first field activity of the war, Lee 
couldn't get the job done. Friction between local 
Confederate commanders, poor weather, 
disease, rugged terrain and general bumbling 
thwarted Lee's attempt to drive the Federals 
from their bastion at Cheat Mountain Fort.  
   At about the same time, Union forces drove 
Confederates from their fortifications at Carnifex 
Ferry. After the fighting and maneuvering in 
1861, the area that would become West Virginia 
was in Union hands. Confederates mounted 
periodic raids and isolated actions but never 
seriously threatened again. They did control 
Charleston for awhile, but quickly retreated. 
 

Charleston Newspaper, June 2011 

The St. Albans “Red Dragons” are 
formed. 
 
  During a recent St. Albans Class 
reunion…the question was brought up “When 
did St. Albans become the Red Dragons?” 
 
  The St. Albans Historical Society has several 
older school newspapers called the 
"Simmerings"  in its collection. The 1932 
"Simmerings" (newspaper) called the Football 
team the "Saints".  The school at that time 
was located where the St. Albans Jr. High was 
later located, on Kanawha Terrace. 
 
  The 1933 "Simmerings" first called the ball 
teams the Red Dragons and the colors were 
Black and Red. The girls basketball team was 
the "Dragonettes". There was no mention of 
why the Dragons name was adopted. 
 
  The 1934 "Simmerings" also called the boy’s 
teams the Red Dragons and the girls 
basketball team the Red Dragonettes. 
 
  The mascot "Drema the Dragon" started in 
1961, according to later school newspaper 
articles. 
 
U.S. Senator Robert Byrd – Mountain 
Fiddler 
(The following is from producer Berry Poss’s 
comments about recording the Blue Grass 

album by the same name with  
Robert Byrd in 1977). 

    
   On the face of it, this was a typical production 
assignment. The artist was an accomplished 
musician and passionate about playing; the tunes 
were steeped in the repertoire of a traditional 
mountain fiddler; the session players were all 
musicians I had previously worked with on 
previous recordings. And yet there was absolutely 
nothing typical or routine about this project - not 
the artist, not the rehearsals, not the recording 
sessions, not the publicity, none of it was like 
anything I had experienced before. Clearly, it was 
Robert Byrd, then Majority Leader of the US 
Senate, who made this project so extraordinary.  
   My introduction to Senator Byrd was a little 
different than the more typical backstage club and 
festival settings favored by many musicians for 
production meetings. 
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U.S. Senator Robert Byrd – Mountain 
Fiddler  (cont.) 

 
   We met for lunch in the Senate Majority 
Leader's suite. Senator Byrd came in with two 
bulging briefcases which he placed squarely on 
the center of an enormous conference table.  
  This was around the time of the Panama 
Canal treaty debate and I was wildly imagining 
these cases contained critical documents 
which would help decide the issue. Just then a 
formally attired waiter brought me a bowl of 
lobster bisque on fine white china, while 
Senator Byrd reached into one of the cases 
and pulled out a brown paper sack containing a 
bologna sandwich made by Erma, his wife of 
over 40 years back in 1977.  
   Senator Byrd then reached for the second 
case, and proceeded to pull out a portable 
cassette tape player and about a dozen home 
practice tapes he made for this occasion. So 
much for being privy to affairs of state! We ate 
a little and talked a lot and, as the conversation 
progressed, I could feel his energy and 
enthusiasm accelerate. At the same time, 
listening and talking about music clearly put 
him at ease… and me as well.  

   The last decision before recording, I 
thought would be the easiest one. I had 
previously recorded a number of projects at 
Bias Studios and it was close by in Falls 
Church, Virginia. However, on a pre-
recording visit to the studio, it became 
quickly evident that with the studio's complex 
jangle of equipment and isolation booths, this 
would not be comfortable turf for the Senator 
who was used to playing in more familiar 
surroundings. We decided to record remotely 
from his office, with a special stripped down 
console to keep everything simple and live. 
Senator Byrd was used to playing by himself 
which is a quite different experience than 
playing regularly in a group. It was 
remarkable to watch them work together. 
Like most musicians, these session players 
liked to spend some time limbering up, but 
not too much before recording to avoid losing 
one's creative "edge." Not so with the 
Senator. The more they rehearsed the more 
Senator Byrd wanted to rehearse. He just 
loved to play. Senator Byrd really never 
stopped practicing. We usually talked in the 
evenings and weekends so as to not disrupt 
the affairs of the office. 
     I came to understand that his music and 
fiddling offered a kind of joyful balance to the 
enormous pressures of serving the public as 
Senator. 
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Officers for 2012-2013: 
Bill Dean - President   727-9372 
Richard Milam - Vice President  539-5280 
Neil Richardson  - Vice President Fund Raising & Special Events  727-5972 
Ellen Mills Pauley - Secretary  757-7189 
Jane Milam - Treasurer   549-1902 
 

Website:  (13 pages with numerous photos and history)  
www.stalbanshistory.com  

St. Albans Historical Society  
404 4th Ave. 
St. Albans, WV  25177 

St. Albans Boys in Service - 1919 
   Did you know that the St. Albans Historical Society has an original 1919 calendar listing 96 
St. Albans servicemen that were on active duty at that time. The calendar was circulated by 
W. H. Simms who operated a Hardware Store on Main St. where Colonial Interior is now 
located. This calendar was donated by the American Legion Post #73 in 2003. You may 
recognize many of the names and some had streets named after them as they returned 
home after the war and became successful businessmen. 
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