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February 9 Meeting:
Our next meeting will Sunday, February 9 at 2:00 pm. We will have a program
by Tim Butler, a retired St. Albans policeman. He operates a remote control
airplane for a hobby and has taken lots of pictures and videos of the building of
the new St. Albans – Nitro Bridge. Followed by refreshments. Invite your friends.
The 9th Annual St. Albans Founder’s Day will be held on Saturday,
May 10, 2014 from 10-4 pm on old Main Street. Numerous activities are planned.
The Founder’s Day Committee meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6 p.m. at
the Village Sampler and your attendenance is needed to help with this Historical
Society event.....

St. Albans Historical Society - 2014 Meeting Dates
All meetings are at the Wm. P. Burdette Memorial Building at 404, 4th Ave.
2:00 p.m. (Regular meetings are on 2nd Sundays unless otherwise stated)
February 9, 2014 - Regular Meeting
February 13, 2014 - History Day at Capitol (Thursday), 9-2 pm (need volunteers)
April 13, 2014 - Regular Meeting
May 10, 2014 - Founder’s Day
June 7, 2014 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm
June 8, 2014 - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. at Morgan’s Kitchen
June – August - Morgan’s Kitchen Open House, Sunday, 2-4 pm
July 5, 2014 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm
August 2, 2014 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm
September 14, 2014 - Regular Meeting
October 11, 2014 - Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival
October 18,19-25,26, 2014 - Fall Train Open House at Bldg.(8-9:30am)
November 9, 2014 - Regular Meeting
December 6, 2014 - Christmas Historic Homes Tour, Saturday, 6 - 9 p.m.
December 20, 2014 - Christmas Open House at Morgan’s Kitchen, 4-6 p.m.

Clip and save
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Recent
Donations
·

·

·

1896 downtown
St. Albans photo (4’x5’)
from the Coal River
Insurance Building.
(Jay Miles)
Lectern with a speaker
system from Zion Hill
Church in Charleston.

·

More
News

Papers and letters from John Cunningham, (Delmar Lacy)

Model jet of Chuck Yeager’s plane, first to break sound barrier, and various
articles of the Yeager Monument. (Riley Dawson family)

George C. Weimer Elem. History Lessons
Several of our members are presently teaching some local history to the 4th
graders at Weimer Elementary!! Margaret Bassitt, Neil Richardson and Ellen MillsPauley present lessons once a week on Thursday. Some topics are: early native
peoples, early explorers and settlers, Ft. Tackett, early churches, schools and
transportation, Coal River history and Morgan’s Kitchen. Ellen made beautiful
folders with a map inside for them to use and keep their handouts. We also donated
a plaque to place beside George Weimer’s portrait at the school.
2014 Calendars
Our vintage 2014 calendars were a big hit this year. We initially ordered 100, but
after almost selling out during the Bridge Opening and a fantastic article from Ben
Calwell in Neighbors, we had to order 250 more. There may be a few left at the
Village Sampler or the Courosity Shop.
Bridge Dedication Books
These also sold out (500) and we ordered about 150 more which sold quickly.
Some may be available at Loop Pharmacy.
December Homes Tour
We had over 60 people to take this year’s tour and our profits were over $600 !!
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Pre-civil War Homes
Still Standing in St. Albans, WV
1. ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, (ca. 1847), 423 B St.
2. CHILTON HOUSE, (ca. 1857), 6th Ave (The Loop)
3. COAL RIVER LOCK HOUSE NO. 1 (ca.1855) (Located approx. ¼ mile past the
American Legion Building on Pa. Ave. and along
the Coal River).
4. ROSEDALE (ca 1818), Kanawha Terrace & Hudson St. Located on the old James
River & Kanawha Turnpike, (endangered)
5. TURNER HOUSE (ca. 1832), 102 B St
6. RAVENSWOOD (ca. 1833), 821 McQueen Blvd.
7. MORGAN’S KITCHEN (ca 1846), MacCorkle Ave. near Walnut Street
8. HANSFORD HOUSE (ca. 1839), Located across Coal River on
Riverside Drive. & Rust St., near the Railroad Bridge.

Walk
Through
Coalsmouth
- 1833

Walk Through Coalsmouth – 1833 (by Dean Braley)
Let's take a walk through Coalsmouth (St. Albans). The year is 1833, forty
years since Stephen Teays decided to settle the area and 43 years since the
Fort Tackett massacre. We start the walk at James (Stephens’s son) Teays
tavern on the west side of the Coal River. We see John Capehart, the new
postmaster, entering the tavern with a bag of mail. The tavern is the new
home of the post office and the stage has delivered the mail along with a
father and son who are in town to visit with one of the two doctors who live in
Coalsmouth. The post office was moved to the tavern because the stage line
found it more convenient with the toll bridge located so close by. Also along
the west side of the Coal River is a tailor, carpenter shop, blacksmith and the
Methodist meeting house.
The Methodist Church was called the Beech Church because it was built
with beech logs and stood in a stand of beech trees. The church also served
as the school house. Continuing our walk, we pay our toll of 6 ¼ cents to
cross the bridge. Halfway across the covered bridge, we stop to look out one
of the two windows at the flat boat passing underneath the bridge carrying
barrels destined for the salt works in Malden. As we look back at the west
side, we can now get a partial view of the Valcoulon house. A two and a half
story brick house built in the colonial style. The owner of the house was John
Lewis, the grandson of General Lewis, the hero of the battle of Point Pleasant.
The Lewises threw many of the areas finest balls and everyone loved getting
dressed up and dancing the night away.
We now have crossed the covered bridge and are on the east side of the
Coal River and we see Phillip Thompson’s house, Muckmore, named after
Thompson’s ancestral home in Ireland.
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Cont. - Walk Through Coalsmouth – 1833

Cont. - Walk
Through
Coalsmouth
- 1833

Mr. Thompson laid out a section of town in one half acre lots and is selling them to the
workers who are now moving into town. He calls this section Phillipi, after himself. However,
the post office across the river still goes by Coalsmouth. Continue east on the turnpike and
stop to talk to the Scotsman, who is dressed in his native clothes and lives at the Valcoulon
with the Lewis family and is in charge of the exotic trees, peacocks and shrubs the Lewis
family has imported into the area. Both the Lewis family and the Thompson family try to live
as close to English nobility as they can. (Marshall, 1983). The Colonial Inn (1827), just
completed a few years ago, sits up on the hill and provides rooms for the many traveling
workers and businessmen. Continuing east we pass Rosedale, the house owned and built
around 1818 by Samuel Hudson, a son of Morris, and this site would one day become the
property on which the St. Albans High School is built. (The house has moved to a piece of
property diagonal to the high school and is still standing today). (2003)
Further east, we now see wild roses along the turnpike and the Jesse Hudson residence,
named Rosehill. Rosehill is a nice log home built by Jesse’s father, Morris Hudson, who
lives further up the hill. Morris bought the land from Frances Peyton, who inherited the land
from George Washington. Also on the hill is the Fry home serving as the location for Mrs.
Fry's School for Young Ladies (MarshaIl 1983). The Morris Hudson family is also responsible
for establishing the Bangor Episcopal Church. The name Bangor came from their home
parish in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and is the name of the cemetery on South Walnut today.
Dean Braley, “Coalsmouth”, 2003, pg. 46.
School Names:
OK...we have several schools in the Kanawha Valley names after prominent
people, using both the first and last names: George Washington H.S., Andrew
Jackson Middle, John Adams Middle, Horace Mann Middle, Stonewall
Jackson Middle, even the George C. Weimer Elementary, Ann Bailey and
Robin Snow Elementary.
So why are McKinley and Hayes Middles Middle Schools not named:
William McKinley and Rutherford B. Hayes Middle Schools ?
Incandescent Light Bulb - 1802-2013
· In 1802, Humphry Davy of Great Britain created the first incandescent
light using a platinum filament and batteries. Proved too expensive and
inefficient.
· In 1835, James Bowman Lindsay of Scotland is credited in Challoner
et al. with being the inventor of the "Incandescent Light Bulb".
· In 1841, Frederick de Moleyns of England was granted the first patent
for an incandescent lamp.
· Thomas Edison’s first successful test was in 1879.
· The Incadescent light bulb ceased being produced in America in 2013.
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WV
Governor
Stories
Interesting WV Governor Stories
West Virginia’s first governor Arthur I. Boreman resigned his post a week before his term
ended to become a U.S. senator. Daniel Farnsworth, who succeeded Boreman due to his
position as state senate president, may have had the fewest days in office as governor, but he
also holds the gubernatorial record for fathering the most children, 16. Farnsworth served
seven days, until March 4, 1869.
In 1888, two men, Aretas Fleming and Nathan Goff Jr., were simultaneously sworn in as
governor, while the state Legislature disputed the outcome of the election for which both men
claimed a victory. Goff’s initial 106-vote majority was challenged by Fleming. As the election
dispute dragged on, the state Supreme Court ruled that outgoing Gov. Emmanuel Wilson
should remain in office until a final decision was reached. Wilson stayed on an additional 11
months, during which time the governor's post was also claimed by state Senate President
Robert Carr. So at one time, we had four people saying they were governor at the same
time.
Fleming was eventually named the victor in the dispute and was inaugurated in 1890, two
years behind schedule. While Goff was never elected governor, he served in the U.S. House of
Representatives, U.S. Senate and also was a Federal Judge and the Secretary of the Navy.
West Virginia Encyclopedia
Rare 15-Star Confederate Flag from Battle at Philippi
at WV State Museum
As you leave the Harpers Ferry area in the WV Museum, the next area reflects a military
encampment on the Tygart River Valley to your right and the facade of the Philippi Bridge straight
ahead. The first land battle of the Civil War took place on June 3, 1861 in Philippi when 3,000
federal troops had a brief and successful encounter with 800 Confederates. The large bars and
stars flag conserved and protected in the oversized case was captured at that battle.
Many of our visitors assume it is a very early American flag, but it actually is one of the first official
flags of the Confederacy. This lesser known flag design was used from March 1861 to May 1863.
It closely resembles the "Stars and Stripes" of the Union, which often caused confusion on the
battlefield.
The "Stars and Bars" ultimately consisted of four different versions - all based on the number of
stars - seven, 11, 13 and 15. An interesting story of states and allegiance, we begin with the seven
original Confederate states: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and
Texas.
After the election of Abraham Lincoln, four more states seceded from the Union - Tennessee,
North Carolina, Arkansas and Virginia. Missouri and Kentucky were known to be strong
sympathizers of the Confederate cause but the presence of federal troops in both states prevented
them from joining officially. Their expected inclusion was represented by the 13-star flag.
North of the Mason-Dixon Line were two slave states - Maryland and Delaware. The
anticipation of their secession would have resulted in 15 Confederate states. While we do not
know how many 15-star flags were produced, surviving flags are very rare. In fact we only know of
one other which is in the collection at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.
Nancy Herholdt
WV State Museum

15-Star Confederate
Flag from Battle at
Philippi - at WV State Museum

Officers for 2013-2014:
Bill Dean - President 727-9372
Richard Milam - Vice President 539-5280
Neil Richardson - Vice President Fund Raising & Special Events 727-5972
Ellen Mills Pauley - Secretary 757-7189
Jane Milam - Treasurer 549-1902
Neil Richardson - Editor
Website: (13 pages with numerous photos and history)

www.stalbanshistory.com

