[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]








· 
· Worked with our Founder’s Day Committee to have a great event in May on Main St.
· Printed three Newsletters (Spring, Summer, Fall)
· Greeted over 75 visitors at Morgan’s Kitchen during our Summer Open House. 

· Had over 25 visitors during our Open Houses on the 1st Saturday of June-Dec.. at the Historical Society Building.  
· Open 4 mornings for Fall Train Tour. 

· Presented local history to the 5th graders at Weimer Elementary (Fall 2015) and  4th graders at St. Francis Elementary (Spring 2015).
· Printed 200  - 2016 Calendars with vintage photos 

· Continue to maintain a web site (www.stalbanshistory.com), since 2009. 

· Meeting Speakers:

    February - "Malden Salt Industry”, John Bullock and Megan Parker
   April – Visited Coal River Group, Bill Currey
   September – Early St. Albans Schools, Neil Richardson
    November – Early St. Albans Churches,  Neil Richardson  

    History Day at Capitol – (February) With a display and History Hero Kevin Bragg.
    Received various donations of books, photographs and maps
     June - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. at Morgan’s Kitchen.

    December  2015 - Christmas Historic Home Tour. 120 people participated.with KRT Trolley

· Printed brochures for Elem. School History Lessons.

       Sold numerous Historical Society books at the Village Sampler. 
     Provided one representative to the St. Albans

        Convention and Visitors Bureau and the
        Downtown Landmarks Commission.

· Provided representation to the Christmas in St. Albans committee.

· Placed all of the Newsletter from 1992 to present into notebook and made a "Table of Contents" of articles. 
· Cataloged and indexed all of our Newsletters from the  “Coalsmouth Journal”. (1972-1988). These books are filed in the gray bookcase under “Coalsmouth Journals”.

WV Trivia answers  (pg. 3)
1.) Honey bee   2.) Parker’s Landing   3.) Henry Hatfield   4.) Steve Harvey   5.) Tucker Co.  6. ) Elk River   7. ) Bluefield   8. ) Black Bear   9.) Greenbank   10.) Hancock  11.) James Rumsey  12. “The Village of Kanawha City”  13.) Confederates  14.) Turner House (ca. 1832), B - St., followed by Ravenswood ca. 1833)
Shelton College Football team
Charleston Daily Mail, 2002 (trivia)

   Morris Harvey College (then in Barboursville), played its first football game in 1904, a victory over Shelton College of St. Albans. Morris Harvey squared off against Marshall College 31 times, according to school records. In 1913, the Golden Eagles battled West Virginia University to a scoreless tie.

 (Editor’s note: I am not sure that Shelton College had a football team in 1904, as it closed in the late 1800’s and became a Latin School. However, Swamp College/Town Hall School did have a team as we have 1899 football team photos. Perhaps they played Morris Harvey College ?


 
Past-  April 10 Meeting: 


  Our last meeting was a “Show and Tell”. We had several people to bring in old photos, newspaper articles and vintage items.





The 11th Annual St. Albans Founder’s Day will be held on Saturday, May 14, 2016 from 10-4 pm on old Main Street. Numerous activities are planned  with a theme “200 years Since its Founding”. (by Phillip R. Thompson in in 1816). Parade starts at 10 am at St. Francis and goes to the Loop. There will be lots of vendors, food booths and entertainment. Sponsored by the Founder’s Day Committee of the St. Albans Historical Society





Vintage Calendars


  We printed 200 - 2016 Calendars this year and sold them quickly and made over $1000. Thanks to everyone involved. Grace Bourne and Pat McClure and gearing up for next year already and are already collecting vintage photographs.





Historical Society - 2016 Meetings


  All meetings are at the Wm. P. Burdette Memorial Building at 404, 4th Ave.  2:00 p.m. (Regular meetings are on 2nd Sundays unless otherwise stated) 





Every 1st Saturday - Historical Bldg. Open 10-2 pm


May 14, 2016  - Founder’s Day on Main St.


June 5, 2016 - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. at Morgan’s 


                       Kitchen


June – August - Morgan’s Kitchen Open House, 


                       Sunday,  2-4 pm


September 11, 2016 - Regular Meeting


October 8, 2016 - Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival                             


October 15, 16 & 22,23, 2016 - Fall Train Open 


                        House at Bldg.(8-9:30am)


November 13, 2016 - Regular Meeting


December 3, 2016 - Christmas Historic Homes 


                        Tour, Saturday, 6 - 9 p.m.


Nitro Museum Hours (New) 


       (Old A-1 Carpet, 20th St.)


Monday & Tuesday – Mornings


Wednesday & Sunday – Closed


Thursday & Saturday - Afternoons 


Friday – 10-2 pm
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St. Albans 


      Historical Society 


Newsletter -  Spring 2016








2016 History Day at the Capitol:


   This year’s event was on February 12, We had a table and display there with vntage St. Albans photos. Kevin Bragg was presented the History Hero from St. Albans. Congratulations!! 








Weimer  Elem. History Lessons


  St. Albans Historical Society taught the 5th graders at Weimer Elementary local history !!  Neil Richardson and Ellen Mills-Pauley presented lessons once a week from October through January on Thursdays. Some topics were: early native peoples, early explorers and settlers, Ft. Tackett, early churches, schools and transportation, Coal River history, and Morgan’s Kitchen. Ellen made beautiful folders with a map inside for them to use and to keep their handouts. We will contine this project in the fall.





 Stay Connected: The Historical Society now has a Facebook page for sharing news and history. Like us on: St. Albans Historical Society.  Visit our Website:  (18 pages with numerous photos and history)    � HYPERLINK "http://www.stalbanshistory.com" ��www.stalbanshistory.com� 





Morgan’s Kitchen Open on Sundays


    Morgan’s Kitchen will be open every Sunday from 2-4 pm from June through August. A volunteer list will be e-mailed to past volunteers with dates and we welcome others that are interested to host this 2 hour Open House. Call Neil Richardson (304 727-5972).





Historical Society Picnic is Sunday, June 5 at 2 pm at Morgan’s Kitchen. Bring a covered dish to share and your drink and dinnerware (and a chair). The cabin will also be open for tours that day. We are fixing hot dogs this year.


Recent Donations:  Over 80 Cunningham Cemetery Photos from 1930’s-1960’s (unknown), Various newspaper articles and a scrapbook (marion Moir), Minutes from Pollyanna Sewing Club (Gerry Wyatt family)





The Pollyanna Sewing Club





We are saddened by the recent loss of past member Gerry Wyatt. Her family gave us 15 record books of the “Pollyanna Sewing Club” that Gerry and her mother were members of. Here are some minutes taken at the November 1940 meeting.





    The Pollyanna Sewing Club met Friday afternoon, Nov. 22, at the home of Grace Hund of Park Street. Present were: the hostess, Myrtle Bess, Marguerite Wood, Susie Binford, Flossie Good, Elesta Jones, Evelyn Brown, Opha Dawson and Kathleen Estep.   Following the sewing period, the president called the meeting to order. It was agreed that the club members would each piece a quilt square at each meeting, or else bring a square pieced, until we had pieced enough quilts for each member.  The president is to cut all the patterns to insure their being all the same size. It was discussed pooling our quarters for birthday gifts and buying something that the members particularly want. Suggestions were: magazine subscriptions, crystal, china, silver. This is of course only if the member whose birthday being celebrated wishes it.  Any member wishing to give the regular 25 cent gift should do so. The Christmas Party is to be held December 13 at Marguerite Woods. There is to be a prize for the most attractively wrapped gift. After the business meeting, Myrtle Bean had a birthday party and she got a lot of lovely gifts. The members were sorry Bea Vest could not be present for her birthday, but Evelyn Brown very sweetly offered to take her gifts to her home. The hostess then served very nice refreshments. The next meeting is to be held one week from today, Friday, Nov. 29, at the home of Elesta Jones on Lee Street.





WV Train Depots





   According to the site: www.american-rails.com, There are 87 historic  depots still standing in WV. Out of those only 34% are still in  operational use as a business, museum, or other. Only 4 are used for an actual train stop. (Amtrak, MARC or both but not counting those such as St. Albans which is an unofficial stop for the occasional tour by  the New River Train group in Huntington, etc.)





� 








Past St. Alans History Heros 





1997   William “Bill” Wintz 


2000   Carol Graley 


2001   William “Bill” Williams 


2003   Pauline Morgan 


2004   Neil Richardson 


2005   None


2006   Margaret Williams 


2007   Margaret Bassitt 


2008   Bettie Burdette


2009   Bill Dean


2010   Ellen Mills Pauley


2011   None


2012   Marion Moir


2015	Bo McClure


2016   Kevin Bragg








Elizabeth Harvey, an original member of the St. Albans Historical Society in 1972, wrote about her trip to Wheeling on the packet boat Kanawha.. 





   Aunt Hattie and Uncle Charlie Wills and Uncle George worked in Sheariod (?), Ohio. In 1903, grandma Sattes and I went to Wheeling on the Kanawha to visit Uncle George Sattes. After a two week visit we went from Wheeling to Pittsburg, their home, on the Kanawha.


   Again, in 1914, Grandma, Aunt Daisy, Pearl Dillard, Mary Douglas, Lyle (brother) and I had a trip to Pittsburg, Pa, and back. We would arrive in Pittsburg on Sunday and leave Monday and half a day Tuesday before returning to Charleston and then arrived back in Sattes (Nitro) on Thursday.


 Note: The packet boat Kanawha sank in the Ohio River in 1916 during a storm after striking a Lock pier, killing 14.
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(cont.)                 BELVIL





Miss Daisy and Mrs. Clarke (Evelyn), her sister, always dressed in the latest fashion, given to hospitality, and liked to travel and had many interesting stories to tell. They were among the last to drive about in a carriage drawn by a beautiful horse.


Several years before their death Miss Daisy moved to Clarke's Court to be with her sister, Evelyn  Clarke, and they sold Belvil to a development com�pany and is now known as Belvil Park with many of the streets named for members of the family.





(Note, The information given about the Thompsons, the Benedicts, the Cunninghams; their families and homes came from many sources; Mrs. Burton, Mrs. Elizabeth Harvey, Mrs. Kline, Mrs. Strum and other local historians). 





By Barbara Bacon – editor “Coalsmouth Journal”, September 1980.


Various additions by Neil Richardson in 2002 for St. Albans Historical Society Newsletter.





West Virginia Trivia 


What is the official state insect of West Virginia? 


What was the former name of Parkersburg? 


Who was West Virginia's fourteenth governor? 


This West Virginian is the current host of the TV game show Family Feud. 


Blackwater Falls is located in this county. 


What river empties into the Kanawha River in Charleston? 


If the temperature reaches 90 degrees, this town hands out free lemonade. 


What is the official state animal? 


The world's largest fully steerable radio telescope is found in what West Virginia community? 


What is the oldest county in West Virginia? 


Who invented the first steamboat?


 What was St. Albans name before it became St. Albans?


 Which side won the Battle of Scary Creek in the Civil War?


What is the oldest house in St. Albans?
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BELVIL





Belvil, or Belleville, the home of  Robert Augustine Thompson, son of Phillip Roots Thompson, and his wife Mary Slaughter, was one of the most beautiful old colonial homes in the area. Most homes were built on the ridge facing north, but Belvil was built on a natural terrace (present site of Benedict Circle) facing south and the James River and Kanawha Turnpike (Kanawha Terrace). It is uncertain when it was built, but it was probably in the 1830’s or 1840’s. The farm ran from the ridge to the river with a lane leading to the river for boat transportation. The house, surrounded by tall stately trees, was a large two story frame house, the original part was built of brick with a large walk-in size fireplace, which was later covered over. A veranda ran the length of the front of the house and it had two fan shaped windows.


     The house was bought by Samuel Benedict and his son-in-law, John Sharp Cunningham. The Bendicts and Cunninghams previously lived in Phillip Roots Thompson’s large stone house, Muckamore after his Mr. Thompson’s wife Sarah died. They lived at Muckamore from 1858 . It burned shortly after the Civil War. President Andrew Jackson was once entertained there. It was located on the present site of the Loop. Col. John S. Cunningham fought for the Union during the Civil War and later took a prominent part in the affairs of the valley. He was a surveyor, engineer, landowner and the first Superintendent of free schools here. After John Cunningham purchased Phillip Thompson’s land, and with his farm at Bevil, he owned most of St. Albans from Coal River to past Cunningham St. and from the Kanawha River to the top of the ridge. Many of the streets he laid out in the 1870’s are still present downtown with the same names, as shown on a 1872 St. Albans map. Cunningham Cemetery was also part of his property.


   John S. Cunningham and Helen M. Benedict, third daughter of Samuel Benedict, were married in Pittson, Pennsylvania and settled here in 1858 at Muckamore with her father. Four children were born to them - Evelyn, John , Helen, known as Daisey, and a son who died in infancy. Their children John B. and Helen "Daisy" never married. Evelyn Cunningham married Dr. Emit W. Clarke.    


The Benedicts and Cunninghams lived at Bevil until their deaths. Helen (Daisey) Cunningham was quite old. She took an active part in her church. Her memory was very clear until the last. Many prominent people were entertained at Belvil.




















St. Albans Historical Society


Year 2015 Accomplishments








Officers for 2015-2016:


Neil Richardson  - President   727-5972  (2014-2016)


Richard Milam - Vice President  539-5280  (2015-2017)


Pat McClure  - Vice President Fund Raising & Special Events  722-0123 (2014-2016)


Ellen Mills Pauley - Secretary  757-7189  (2014-2016)


Jane Milam - Treasurer   549-1902   (2015-2017)


Neil Richardson - Editor





Website:  (18 pages with numerous photos and history)    � HYPERLINK "http://www.stalbanshistory.com" ��www.stalbanshistory.com� 











St. Albans Historical Society 


404 Fourth Ave.


St. Albans, WV  25177
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